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BKTEF organized Provincial Youth Conference
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Under the project Political Leadership for the Youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA, the
BKTEF organized Grand Provincial Youth Conference on March 8 2013 at Sports Arena Hall,
Qayyum Sports Complex Peshawar.

Aim of this conference was to enhance the knowledge, awareness and skills of the trained
youth and to provide them a platform where they can directly exchange views with one
another and with the leaders as well as successful professionals. It also aimed to expand the
mental horizon of the youth and to enable them to look for better future prospects and
careers.

The conference was planned, organized and managed by the trained youth. Baacha Khan
Schools and other Civil Society Organization displayed their stalls also. The whole event was
divided into three sessions.

The introductory or welcome session started with recitation from the Holy Quran followed by
Baacha Khan School's anthem presented by the students of BKS Nauthia. Managing
Director BKTEF gave an overview on the goals and objectives of the BKTEF in general and
the Youth Leadership Program in particular. Activities of the Youth Leadership program were
also portrayed in a pictorial documentary and presented to the audience. In this session, the
YLP Manual was also formally launched by Provincial Youth Minister Syed Aqil Shah, Mr.
Andreas Dur, Representative of the HSF, and Dr. Khadim Hussain, Managing Director
BKTEF. Provincial Youth Minister Syed Aqil Shah in his speech congratulated the BKTEF
and the HSF for successfully organizing the trainings and told the youth that the future lied in
their hands and the current situation could only be handled if the youth played their role
efficiently and innovatively.

In the second session, youth representatives of all clusters shared their views and
experiences with the audience and the change that they felt in their personalities and the
skills they had been able to achieve after going through the YLP training. One of the youth
said that before attending the training, he was of the view that we would always needed huge
resources and remarkable investments in order to do something productive, however, after
going through the training his perspective changed and he started believing in self
sustainability instead of relying and depending on others we should focus on our agencies
and our potential and work hard to polish those.




Representatives of the Youth Development Centers also shared the objectives, and aims of
their micro- organizations.
The last session was an Interactive session in which the panelists interacted with the
audience-youth on the topic “Youth Political Leadership”. The discussion was facilitated by
one of the Master Trainers. The panelist included, Mr.Wajid Ali Khan, Minister for Forests,
Chairperson of the standing Committee on youth affairs MPA Shagufta Malik, and Managing
Director BKTEF Dr. Khadim Hussain.

In the end of the event, certificates were awarded to the Master Trainers and the District
Training Coordinator for their contribution in making the trainings possible.

Political Leadership training started from November 2010 in which 25 Trainees from all over
the province were trained as Master Trainers by eminent scholars and well known
personalities from across the country. The training was conducted on the modules of Human
Rights, Political Concepts, Human Development, Good Governance and Leadership Skills.
The Master Trainers in the supervision and guidance of the District Training Coordinator
replicated the trainings in 23 districts and 3 agencies of FATAn a total duration of two years.
Carrying the same motto, six conferences were organized on cluster levels where members
of the districts and agencies with less geographical distances participated, shared their
views and elaborated their future plans. Starting from district Peshawar, a total of 15 Youth
Development Centers are also being established which are self sustainable and working for
the betterment of the youth in different domains.
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BKTEF signs an MOU with AWKUM, Baacha Khan University and Pashtu
Academy Peshawar

A joint MoU among Baacha Khan Trust Educational Foundation, Abdul Wali Khan
University Mardan, Baacha Khan University Charsadda and Pashtu Academy Peshawar
was signed to strengthen network among the four institutions. These institutions will put
together their efforts for the preservation and promotion of the tangible and intangible
cultural heritage of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Moreover, these institutions will organize
seminars, trainings workshops and educational programs to up lift the quality of education
in the province. The MoU signing ceremony took place at the office of the Vice Chancellor of
Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan on February 12, 2013. Managing Director BKTEF,
Khadim Hussain, Vice Chancellor AWKUM, lhsan Ali, Director Pashtu Academy, Salma
Shaheen and registrar Baacha Khan University Charsadda, Taimour Khan, formally signed
the MOU document. Curriculum Officer BKTEF Imran Khan, Dean of Arts AWKUM Zahoor
ul Hag and Zubair Hasrat from Pashtu academy also participated in the ceremony.

All the four partners agreed on the following:

1. Exchange of Resource Persons and Publication

2. Development of material on Peace Education in the light of Baacha Khan's model for
social transformation

3. Organize trainings for the faculty and staff of all the four organizations

4. Help in publication
5. Development of libraries at Baacha Khan Schools







Baacha Khan School Principals Meeting
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Monthly meeting with Principals of Baacha Kahn Schools was held on February 7, 2013 at the
BKTEF Directorate. Agenda of the meeting was as follows:

1. Schools Academics

2. Culture Education progress

3. Daily Activity Reports

4. Computerlab proposals (income generation plan)

5. Internetfacility at Baacha Khan Schools

6. Final Term 2013 Examination

7.Admission for the session April 2013

Principal of each school gave an overview of his/her respective schools as per agenda points.
Managing Direclor BKTEF said that along with the implementation of critical education model,
each school should also focus on the sustainability of their respective schools. This can be
done by involving the community and making them realize their role for the betterment of their
children in general and in the long run for the community as a whole. He gave the example of
Community Based Schools established by Baacha Khan and how the schools used to
function smoothly and run sustainably. He also said that the establishment of Computer Labs
in each Baacha Khan School was a great achievement and the most powerful source of
income generation. This will help sustain the school and on the other hand help in building
institutions that are more productive for the whole community. Managing Director BKTEF
asked each school to send plans for the use of computer labs forincome generation purposes

Moving on with the agenda points, discussion took place on final term examinations and on

the admissions for the next session. It was finalized that the exam would start from March 11 &

2013 and result declared till March 26 2013.

As per strong demand of the community, primary section will also be started in Baacha Khan
School Nauthia in session 2013-2014. Admission process should be started and necessary
requirements for primary section are to be completed well before the commencement of the
session.

The meeting was concluded with note of thanks and regards
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Computer labs at Baacha Khan Schools

The BKTEF established computer labs in its Baacha Khan Schools with the help of
government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The Minister for Science and Technology Mr. Ayub
Khan Ashari formally inaugurated the computer labs in Peshawar.

Mr. Ayub Khan Ashari said that the present government had transformed the education
system of the province regarding curriculum, pay scale, up gradation and building new
schools. He said that Information Technology was an important need of the presentage. He
further said that Baacha Khan Trust Educational Foundation (BKTEF) was named after the
great reformer of the 20th century which explained the vision of the BKTEF. He said that the
present government, irrespective of difficult conditions, had made education its first priority
and tried its best that modern education reached every child of the province. He said thatitis
important that our society come at par with other civilized nations of the world. He concluded
that the BKTEF should go a long way to create models of education that were beneficial for
the children of Pakhtunkhwa.

Managing Director of the BKTEF Dr Khadipm Hussain said that the Baacha Khan Trust
Educational Foundation had taken up the responsibility to continue the legacy of the Khudai
Khidmatgaar Movemen, fo provide free and quality education to the marginalised
communities of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA. He said that the BKTEF had developed
models of Critical Education, Peace Education and Culture Education that would help
prepare a land friendly, nature-friendly, nation friendly and human friendly generation. He
further said that the BKTEF had been striving to develop Critical Thinking, Multiple Skills,
Aesthetic Sense, Indigenous Identity and Environmental Sense among the coming
generation of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA so that peace, prosperity and progress
prevailed in the coming decades. The MD BKTEF thanked the Ministry of Science &
Technology which established state of the art computer laboratories in 13 Baacha Khan
Schools.

Director Information Technology, Mr.Bilal Jabbar, Principals of all Baacha Khan Schools,
Members of Community Education Committees, Members of Youth Development Centres
and the BKTEF staff participated in the ceremony.

Later, the Minister for Science and Technology distributed keys of the Computer Labs among
the principals of Baacha Khan Schools.




Each of the 14 Baacha Khan Schools in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA observed Baacha
Khan's 25th anniversary with great reverence. Teachers, students and people from the
community did Quran Khwani in the name of the great Baacha Khan with a prayer to be able
to follow his teachings and preaching.

Students of Baacha Khan Schools organized functions in which skits, speeches and poems
were presented. Each item was based on the life of Baacha Khan, his philosophy and his
non violent Khudai khidmatgar movement. Elders from the community who had witnessed
Baacha Khan’s movement threw light on the peace building movement of Baacha Khan and
the hurdles faced by him for the better future of his nation. They also said that the only true
leadership model that this region possessed was Baacha Khan and that they had to follow
his philosophy for the uplift of our society and for the bright future of this nation.

Principals of Baacha Khan Schools shared with the audience that Baacha Khan Schools
were models for critical education based on the principles of human dignity, pluralism and
indigenous identity which was the continuation of Baacha Khan’s Azad Madrassas. They
said that these were community based schools and the communities should take the
ownership and contribute to the success and sustainability of these schools where critical
education, peace education, culture education and environmental education was provided.

People from all walks of life including children, parents, school teachers, community
education committees, political leaders, Khudai khidmatgars and their families, and elders
of the society attended the functions in the relevant communities.
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Baacha Khan Trust Education Foundation organized local craft exhibition in all Baacha
Khan Schools as part of its culture education model. The purpose of these events on one
hand is to revive the tradition of festivities and celebration in the society and on the other
hand to highlight the importance of productive culture of Pashtun society.

In this regard, all Baacha Khan Schools organized local craft melas as per their academic
calander. People from different walks of life participated in these events. Different private
and public schools in the vicinity of the Baacha Khan Schools were formally invited to the
exhibitions. CEC members, academia, civil society organizations, poets, artists and artisan
and local media participated in great number in these events.

The students of Baacha Khan Schools displayed theirworks for the visitors. The local craft
stalls consisted of drawings, paintings, embroidery, wood work, clay work and other
handmade crafts. Crafts persons from the community also exhibited their work on stalls. The
participants took keen interest in exhibitions and appreciated the efforts of BKTEF for the
revival and promotion of local crafts. Moreover, the students of Baacha Khan Schools
presented skits and stage performances. The talent and skills of the students were admired
by every participant of the event.

Mr. Tanweer Sheikh, program manager Royal Norwegian Embassy, participated in the local
craft mela organized by the Baacha Khan School Charsadda.He said in his speech that the
culture education model had transformed the education system in Baacha Khan Schools
and ithad a great impact on the overall development of the students. Ms Khursheed Begum,
MNAAwami Natiopnal Party Kohat, participated in the event organized by the Baacha Khan
school Kohat. In her speech she threw light on the vision and mission of Baacha Khan. She
appreciated the education model of the BKTEF and termed it a dawn of the Pashtun social
transformation. She also inaugurated the computer lab established by the IT&Sc Minister
Mr. Ayub Asharee.




Managing Director BKTEF Dr. Khadim Hussain also participated in most of the local craft
melas and threw light on the vision and mission of the BKTEF. He communicated the
message to relevant communities that BKTEF was continuation of Khudai Khidmatgar
movement, and it strove to pave way for establishing a pluralist, peaceful and productive

society.




Baacha Khan Schools celebrated Human Rights day on December 10 2013. Human Rights
day is celebrated in the world to mark the anniversary of the presentation of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Each year Baacha Khan Schools celebrate human rights day in their respective schools in
which basic human rights are highlighted in the form of speeches, skits, tableaus,
competitions and exhibitions. People from the community, local schools, colleges and CBOs
are also invited to the event.

However, apart from educating the people, they also clarify that Human Rights did not start
with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1947 but it was part of this soil long before
the declaration came into being. The philosophy of Baacha Khan was based on human rights
and his movement was all about bringing peace through the realization of the rights of every
individual. The teachers and students also quoted quotes of Baacha Kahn related to Human
Dignity, pluralism and humanrights.

Some of the quotes of Baacha Khan presented on Human Rights day are:

"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. The planet provides
enough to satisfy every man's need, but notevery man's greed. In a gentle way, you can shake
the world."

"Everyone can be greatbecause everyone can serve. You don'thave to have a college degree
to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. Asoul generated by love."

"One of the things | keep learning is that the secret of being happy is doing things for other
people."

"We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to
forgive is devoid of the powerto love."

“A man who was completely innocent, offers himself as a sacrifice for the good of others,
including his enemies, and becomes the ransom of the world. It is a perfect act. An eye for an
eye only ends up making the whole world blind”
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This year also students of Baacha Khan Schools celebrated Human Rights day with an aim of
enhancing their own knowledge about Human Rights and also educating people of their
community who belong to all walks of life. Charts and pamphlets on the 30 Human Rights
articles were displayed everywhere. Activities held by different schools are as follows:

Baacha khan School Mardan, Totakan, Takht-e-Nasrati, Kohat Karak,Landi Kotal, Swabi and
Gandigar arranged special assemblies on human rights. Principals and teachers delivered
speeches on the importance of human rights day. Students performed Skits and tableaus.
Poems were read highlighting different human rights. Girl's education, peace, rightto live and
rightto play were the themes of student's performances.

Baacha Khan Model School Shoghore (BKMS) Chitral organized a walk on human rights. The
walk was dedicated to Malala Yusafzai to acknowledge her sacrifice. Students were holding
play cards displaying different Human Rights. The walk started from BKMS and ended on
Vector College Shoghore. The walk was joined by the participants from Global College
Shogore (GCS) also. The principal of GCS appreciated the walk arranged by the BKMS. He
emphasized on the struggle and sacrifices of Mala Yousafzai. It was for the first time that a
walk on humanrights was arranged by the school students of Shaghore.

Baacha Khan Schools Thall, Mathra and Dargai organized special assemblies, drawing and
painting competitions at their Schools. In these Competitions, the students presented
drawings and paintings on human rights. Most of the students expressed through the
language of art and symbols the need for Peace in Pashtun society. They painted peace
symbols on big charts.
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Strengthening People to people Dialogue

On December 21 and 22 2012, Mediotech Pakistan and Afghanistan, University of Peshawar,
Baacha Khan Trust Educational Foundation and Afghanistan Regional Studies Centre
organized two days conference on “Strengthening People to People Dialogue”.

The aim of the conference was to synergize the efforts of the civil society organizations of
Pakistan and Afghanistan, to achieve peace, security and stability and to ensure a favourable
atmosphere and dialogue through the civil society and improve people's role in peace
process.

Managing Director BKTEF Dr. Khadim Hussain in his speech on exploring common grounds
for regional peace and prosperity said that:

“We suggest that intelligentsia, civil society organizations and media participating in this
conference should consider the peace model left by ourlegendary leader Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan alias Baacha Khan to amicably address the challenges mentioned above. This peace
paradigm is based on demonstrating faith in human dignity, adopting pluralist democracy as
way of life and building institutions on indigenous wisdom linked with modern human
civilization. We hope that peoples of Pakistan and Afghanistan are capable to resolve all the
outstanding issues and move towards peace and prosperity of the region and the wider
world.”

Themes of the conference included the role of civil society, media and intelligentsia in
promoting peace values and the mutual economic needs among the neighbouring countries.
It also contained discussions on the role of states and international organizations in
strengthening/ unifying and including women for peace in the region.

On last day of the conference, strategies were devised on how media, civil society and
educational institutes could work mutually for bringing peace and prosperity in the region.
The participants of conference took great interest in publications of the BKTEF. The
participants also pasted their messages for peace on the peace banner of the BKTEF.
Participants from Afghanistan and Pakistan admired efforts of the BKTEF for bringing peace
tothe region.

Coordination Officer, Training Officer, Media Officer and Curriculum Officer of the BKTEF
also participated in the event.

o
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Strengthening Civil Society Phase 2
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The Strengthening Civil Society project Phase 2, was formally inaugurated with a meeting of
the Project Management Team at the office of the Managing Director Baacha Khan Trust
Educational Foundation Peshawar. The aims and objectives of the project were discussed and
a detailed Work Plan was prepared through participatory approach for the first quarter. The
responsibilities were accordingly assigned to he relevantteam members.

Action Plan was prepared and activities of the first quarter were prioritized. An effective M&E
mechanism was devised and Riskapportuni{y Management Plan was prepared. In the first
guarter, the documentation of the activities was given special importance because of the
tremendous intellectual input from the stakeholders and potential beneficiaries.

The following activities had been planned for the First Quarter:

A. First Quarter Activities

l. Conducting social media trainings in each cluster

. Resource material development for the trainings,

[l. Identification of resource persons and participants

V. Developingfive likert scale questionnaire for the survey

V. Designing of pamphlets, stickers. Badges. Posters and banners

Details of the Activities

I Books List

i Seminar of Cluster 2
List of participants

List of participants for three days seminar was finalized with the support of Baacha Khan
Schools, BKTEF Youth Leadership Project and Culture Project. Atotal number of hundred CVs
were shortlisted. During the selection of the participants, a CV/ Profile was designed which
described age, gender and participation in the process of positive social change of the
participants. Moreover, equal participation of gender was given special attention. The age limit
of the participants was settobe 20to40years.

14




iii. Identification of Resource Persons and Partner Organizations

A total number of ten resource persons were identified to speak during the seminar. The
speakers were identified on the basis of their skills and contribution to the democratic process
and having deeper understanding of the militant discourse. They can broadly be categorized
as personalities who struggle for the constitutionalism in Pakistan, human rights promoters
and activists, Civil Society Organizations and those who work for promoting indigenous
pluralistic culture in the province and FATA. Moreover, the Civil Society Organizations which
have outreach inthe targeted areas were identified for the facilitation of the seminar. CVs of the
resource persons were collected.

iv. Designing of charts, badges, banners etc

A total number of three large banners on the themes of pluralism, peace, human rights were
printed. These were displayed at the site of seminar. 500 stickers/badges were prepared.
Each participant displayed the badge on his/ her chest during the seminar. 500 posters that
described the thirty human rights were designed and printed to be displayed on important
public places in all the districts of the cluster e.g. bar rooms, hospital casualties, important
waiting rooms of different offices , universities canteens etc . These posters shall be handed
over to the participants at the end of the seminar along with published pamphlets (report) of the
seminar.

V. Pamphlets

Pamphlets were produced after the first seminar. The pamphlet described briefly account of
the activities of the seminar. Besides, the speeches and research papers read and presented
during the seminar were documented electronically and converted into resource material
document. The pamphletwas disseminated during projected actives.

B. Conclusion

The activities of the first quarter were properly planned and the preparation for the first cluster
seminar were accomplished in due time. The first seminar was followed by other seminars at
clusterlevel to achieve the targeted objectives with synergistic action plans.
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Second all teachers Conference- BKTEF as a continuation of
reformation movement of Baacha Khan- the role of a teacher
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Baacha Khan Trust Education Foundation organized All Teachers Conference on November 16 201”?5'.
This was the second conference organized inthe year 2012.

Under the umbrella of the BKTEF, 14 Baacha Khan Schools are functioning in which a total of 300
teachers are employed. In order to bring them all under one roofto give them the opportunity of sharing
their views, problems and also to know about how other schools are functioning, all Teachers
Conference is held bi-annually. The tradition was set in the year 2012 in which until now two
conferences have held, First conference was held in May 2012 and the second took place on 16
November 2012. Overview of the second conference is given as follows:

Theme of the second All Teachers Conference was “BKTEF as a continuation of reformation movement
of Baacha Khan- the role of a teacher”. The conference distributed held in a total of three sessions.

The first session was the introductory session which started with recitation from the Holy Quran,
followed by an overview of the aims, objectives and purpose of the conference detailed by Mr. Imran
Khan, Curriculum Officer.

In the second session, representatives from each 14 Baacha Khan Schools gave detailed presentation
on the overall progress of their schools since the first conference was held in May 2012. They shared
the progress in academics and co curricular activities which included sports gala and participation in
different competitions as well as successful execution of Melas and charity shows. Representatives
also shared the minor issues they faced and how they tackled those accordingly with the help of their
Community Education Committees. Almost all the schools were of the view that the communities
played vital role in excelling the school.

The third session was conducted by the Managing Director BKTEF Dr. Khadim Hussain. In this
session, individual teachers were asked by the MD about the best thing he/she liked about his/her
school as well as the thing which shelhe didn't like. After sharing their issues, MD BKTEF responded to
the issues highlighted. Afterwards, MD BKTEF said that the basic purpose of the Baacha Khan Schools
was to create a pool of students who were trained in creative and critical thinking, had basic hard and
soft skills, had sense of aesthetics and also was aware of his/er indigenous wisdom and identity linked
with the modern civilization. He explained in detail the tools and techniques of how the above four
principles could truly be inculcated in our students. He further elaborated that if the BKTEF succeeded
in developing this model, the government could easily be convinced through the respective
communities to adopt the model for the larger benefitin the public education system.

In the end of the conference, MD BKTEF said that as a teacher, it was your duty to first and foremost
equip our students with the principals of Human Dignity, Pluralism and Indigenous identity and wisdom.
Our critical education model if properly implemented would not only educate and equip the students
with required skills but would also transform the respective communities into developed, self sustained
and peaceful communities.

Apart from the 300 faculty staff, all members of the BKTEF directorate were also present on this
occasion.
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The BKTEF Directorate arranged a financial management training workshop for the
accountants of 14 Baacha Khan Schools on November 16, 2013. The purpose of training
was to enhance capacity of the accountants, and to make the financial management at
school level more efficient and transparent. The training workshop was conducted by the
finance manager Mr. Asfandyar Khalil.

The participants were trained on the following modules:

1. Accounting System
2. Budgeting
3. Internal Controls

4, Financial Reporting

During training sessions, the participants shared their problems, and the finance manager
discussed every point in detail. Different learning activities were arranged to enhance
understanding of the participants about specific financial management skills. Feedback of
the training shows that accounts system of the Baacha Khan Schools has become more
transparentand efficiently streamlined with finance department of the BKTEF.
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Baacha Khan Schools Community Education Committee Meetings

fhe field department of the BKTEF held successful community education committeé
meetings with relevant communities of the Baacha Khan Schools on the following agenda.

1. Mobilization of CECs

2. To gain Community support for the school.
3. Academic progress of the school.

4. Membership Campaign.

Meeting: 1

A Community Education Committee meeting of the Baacha Khan School Thall was held at
hujra of Umer Bangish Thall on February 19, 2013. The Meeting was attended by 20 members
of the CEC. Adetailed discussion took place on the agenda. All the participants were informed
about the membership campaign of the BKTEF by the field staff of the BKTEF. It was
discussed with the participants that the purpose of the membership campaign was to mobilize
the relevant communities for the support of Baacha Khan Schools. The participants
appreciated this initiative and assured that positive steps would be taken by the CEC of
Baacha Khan School Thall to make this campaign successful. The participants were also
informed about the establishment of computer labs in all Baacha Khan Schools. The
participants admired the management of BKTEF for imparting quality education to the
marginalized communities in limited resources.

On the following day, a meeting of the CEC of Baacha Khan School Thall was arranged with
the BK school staff. It was the first ever meeting between the teachers of BK School Thall and
CEC members. The purpose of the meeting on one hand was to discuss rumors about
militants' threats to Baacha Khan School Thall, and to improve communication between the
teachers and community on the other hand. The teaching staff discussed academic progress
of the school and shared the problems they faced due to lack of support and cooperation of the
parents. The participants of the meetings suggested that such meetings should be frequently
arranged to resolve school issues on time.

Meeting: 3

A meeting of the community education committee was arranged at Baacha Khan School
Kohat on February 20, 2013. The Meeting was attended by 20 members of the CEC. The
participants discussed the agenda points in detail. The CEC members appreciated efforts of
the BKTEF for establishing computer labs in the 13 Baacha Khan Schools. Mr. Inayat Qureshi
told that the land he donated to the Foundation for Kohat School could greatly help in
sustainability of the school but due to limited resource the building was yet to be constructed..
The CEC members suggested that the school was imparting quality education therefore the
community should support the school to ensure its long term sustainability. They also
suggested that a tuition centre shall be opened in the evening for the well-off students of the
community. The CEC Kohat informed the field team that the district zakat chairman refused
to pay zakat to the students of the Baacha Khan School arguing that it could only be availed by
the students of government schools.

The CEC Members told that the community would continue to support the Baacha Khan
School Kohat until it became self-sufficient in resources generation.

Membership forms were distributed among the CEC members, and they assured their support
for the BKTEF membership campaign.
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\Meeting 4

A Community Education Committee meeting of Baacha Khan School Takht e Nusrati was
organized at Baacha Khan School Takht e Nusrati on February 21, 2013. The meeting was
attended by ten members of the CEC. The agenda points were thoroughly discussed by the
participants. CEC members appreciated the establishment of computer labs at BK Schools,
and it was decided that the community would donate a generator to ensure effective
functioning of the lab at Takht e Nusrati. They said that the labs would enhance the quality of
education at Baacha Khan Schools. The members also suggested that Baacha Khan School
Takhte Nusrati should be up graded to higher secondary school.

Meeting 5

Field team of the BKTEF organized a CEC meeting of the Baacha Khan School Karak at BKS
Karak on February 21, 2013. The meeting was attended by ten participants. They discussed
the meeting agenda in detail. The participants informed the field team of the BKTEF that the
misunderstanding between the teachers and principal had been resolved. The participants
suggested that a meeting of CEC would be arranged with Afrasiab Khattak in order to getthe
schools registered with OGDCL and SNGPL for getting the schools share from the fund
allocated for education sector in district KARAK. It was suggested by the CEC members that
salaries of the Baacha Khan School Karak should be increased. The field team discussed
BKTEF membership campaign, and distributed membership forms among the CEC
members. The committee assured their support to make the campaign productive and
successful.

Recommendations of the Participants

1. Monthly meetings of CEC should be held in order to strengthen the relations between
the school and the community.
2. Each CEC should form committees for fund raising and membership campaign.
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BKTEF organizes Children Literature Festival
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In order to create integration and pluralism among the youngsters and schools children,
Baacha Khan Trust Educational Foundation in collaboration with ITA and OUP, organized a
mammoth literature festival for school going children across the KPK at Islamia Collegiate
School in Peshawar on 14 and 15 November 2012. By organizing this grand event, BKTEF
added another feather to its cap as it is the first ever Literature Festival organized for children
to attract them towards reading, writing, creative and critical thinking, literature and exchange
of ideas with the co-fellows across the KPK and FATA. For educators, these festivals were
designed to lead to a better understanding of using books to trigger children's imaginations.
Teachers Training sessions were held to educate teachers about creative teaching methods,
to make libraries come alive in schools, and to make story telling regular feature for both
students and teachers. The events brought together scores of students, teachers, parents,
authors, academics, and literary figures across the country. The events activities comprised
talks, readings by well known children's writers, creative writing workshops and
competitions, poetry readings, painting competitions, best orator competitions, children's
theater and films, puppet shows, book fairs, stalls and much more. The event was attended
by Provincial Minister for Forests, Mr. Wajid Ali Khan, Provincial Minister for Higher Education
and Libraries Mr. Qazi Asad, Minister for Information and Culture, Mr Miyan Iftikhar Hussain,
sDr. Noor Jehan, Vice Chancellor Islamia University, Dr. Salma Shaheen, Director Pashto
Academy, Professor Khadim Hussain, Managing Director Baacha Khan Trust Educational
Foundation, Adil Hashmi, a famous Artist, Ghazi, Salah uddin, a well known journalist and
other well known scholars and peace makers, 8000 students along with students of 14
Baacha Khan schools. The event was open for all without any discrimination as all the
schools, organizations, foundations, literary clubs, societies, and groups working for children
across the country could participate.

The participants in general and the students in particular admired the organization of such
activities to inculcate pluralism, creativity, to promote literature, arts and literary culture and
encourage and polish those who have the ability and creativity. Talking on the occasion, Mr.
Waijid Ali, Mr. Iftikhar Hussain, Mr. Qazi Asad, Mr. Khadim Hussain, Dr. Salma Shaheen, Dr.
Noor Jehan, and others admired diversity of the activities in festival and conceived these
activities important for children to bring them together for exchange of ideas, competition,
unity, oneness and pluralism.
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